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Inventory and Reorganization of the CHS Archives
Sharon Williams

In 1993 the Clinton Historical Society moved
into its new home at 1 Fountain Street, in what
had been the Baptist Church of Christ. This
building, constructed in 1832, is the oldest
existing church building in Clinton. Until 1993
there was no one place to store historical
materials as the Society’s collection grew. In the
years prior to the move to Fountain Street, the
Society met upstairs in the town library, and
according to Dick Williams, any materials owned
by the Society were stored in multiple places
around town—in the library, in the vault at
Sunset Hill Cemetery, and in Ed Stanley’s barn.
Imagine the relief felt by the board members
when all of the Society’s materials could be
brought together in their new home.

In 2001 during the dedication of the
newly renovated building, the Society’s archival
collection was formally titled the Philip A.
Munson Library in grateful appreciation for
Munson’s years of service to CHS as one of the
founders, the second president, and the
newsletter editor for many years. The renovated
building provided space to house all of the
Society’s archival materials. While 1 Fountain
Street continues to be a wonderful home for the
Society, as new materials have been added over
the past 20 years, the archives have become
crowded and less organized, putting items in
some jeopardy.
The great news is that the archives
currently are undergoing a big change. Thanks
to the generosity of our members, beautiful new
shelves were built in May 2021, expanding
storage and display space. Then came a giant
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task: examining and inventorying the contents
of archival boxes and creating a content list for
each box. This major effort has been
spearheaded by Rose Raymond, CHS president
and curator, with the help of Jim Coulthart,
administrator, and three wonderful summer
interns: Lily Collins, Ashley McNichols, and
Augusta Ambrose.
The interns have greatly enjoyed the
opportunity to see the wealth of materials in the
Munson Library. They have found fascinating
items in two boxes of World War I and World
War II materials, including postcards depicting
destruction after WWI battles in France and the
brief diary of Carl Reifel, a Clinton WWI soldier,
written shortly before the Battle of Belleau
Wood. Reifel’s diary has been transcribed and
scanned. In the same box are examples of the
local response to the war, including knitting
materials used by the Clinton chapter of Bundles
for America, a women’s volunteer organization
that made socks and hats for soldiers (see
photo), and a list of the Clinton women who

CHS summer interns, from top, Lily Collins, Ashley
McNichols, and Augusta Ambrose. The interns, college
students interested in history, have worked to inventory and
organize the collections. Funding for the project came from
Oneida County and the Society.

knitted. The poster of radio warning signals used by
the Oneida County War Council communicates the
real fear of war that affected folks close to home
(see photo).

A Selection of the Categories of
Materials in the CHS Archives
Business Ledgers and Papers 19th Century
Church and Cemetery Records
Civil War Records
Clinton Bicentennial Materials
Clinton Celebration of US Bicentennial
Materials
Clinton Centennial Materials
Clinton Central Schools Business Records
Clinton Comets Photos & Ephemera
Clinton HS Yearbooks
Clinton Skating Club

In the archives there are items of significant
historical value, among the foremost being a land
deed from 1797. This deed bears the signatures of
Samuel Kirkland, John Kirkland, and Eliza
Kirkland. Of equal interest is an 1889 letter from
Clara Barton, then president of the National Red
Cross, to a Clara Anderson of Clinton.
A great deal of labor has gone into
examining and inventorying materials in the
Munson Library. Some complications have arisen.
Detective work has to go into identifying an item.
Some materials are fragile and damaged; some
photos lack labels, and handwriting can be difficult
to decipher. Nevertheless, the end result of the hard
work put into the archives this summer will result
in an inventoried and organized collection that will
be available for research for years to come.

Family Histories
Hamilton College Ephemera
Hamilton College Yearbooks
Historic District Application/Photos
Kirkland Tax Records
Old Telephone Directories
Private School Materials
Scrapbook Collection Materials
WWI and WWII Records

Thank you to the President’s office at Hamilton College for generously supporting the
printing of our newsletters.

Timothy Fox

John Betts Gregory, Clinton Potter

One of the most striking objects in the Historical
Society’s collection is a pie plate. Crafted from
redware pottery, the plate bears the inscription
“Made By JBG Oct 18 1823 Clinton.” JBG was
John Betts Gregory, a potter who worked out of a
backyard workshop on College Street from the
early 19th century until 1831. His predecessor,
Erastus Barnes, was the first established potter in

Clinton, arriving in 1801; it was Barnes’s shop
that Gregory purchased after his arrival in the
village in 1810.
Redware—earthenware with a rich iron
content, which gives the clay its reddish
tinge—was a popular commodity in young
America, and the hillsides around Kirkland and
the surrounding areas, rich in iron ore, would
have been an ideal place to harvest the clay
needed for such pottery. Elsewhere to the east,
Norwalk, Connecticut, was a well-known hub for
manufacturing redware; Norwalk was also the
hometown of John Betts Gregory before he
made the move to upstate New York.
Gregory was apparently more successful
than Barnes, lasting in the village around twice
as long, advertising in the Utica papers, and
considerably expanding the size of the
workshop. He and his wife Olive made their
home in the College Street shop, and, being
devout Methodists at a time when the nearest
Methodist churches were some few miles outside
of town, their home was the site of regular

midweek preaching. (The workshop, residence,
and makeshift chapel are all long gone; they
were located around the site of the present
Owens-Pavlot & Rogers Funeral Service.)
Gregory’s devotion apparently did not
preclude a streak of impishness. In his book,
Early Potters and Potteries of New York State
(1970), William C. Ketchum describes Gregory
as reclusive but jovial, an eccentric character
who liked to sing improvised ditties at his
potter’s wheel to the surprise and amusement
of passersby. “Despite this,” Ketchum notes,
“the business prospered.”
The inscribed plate (one of two Gregory
pieces the Society holds), was claimed by
Ketchum to be the oldest surviving slipdecorated pottery in New York State. Richard
Miller, in “Norwalk (Connecticut) Slip-script
Pottery, the Potters, and Related Ware”
(Ceramics in America, 2016), suggests the plate
was intended not for pie but rather for display,
to be used as an advertisement in Gregory’s
shop. This may indeed be true; other known
pieces Gregory created are not so ostentatiously
signed. And yet, at 13.5 inches wide, this dish
would hold a mighty nice pie.

20 Years at 1 Fountain Street
Although the Clinton Historical Society has been
collecting, preserving, and reporting Clinton’s
stories for nearly 60 years, it has occupied its
current home, 1 Fountain Street, for just two
decades. July 2, 2021, in fact, marked the 20th
anniversary of the building’s dedication.
When the Historical Society began
operations, it shared space with the town library
on College Street. But as the collections and
programs of the CHS grew, the cramped
quarters in the library proved increasingly
inadequate. After the Baptist Church closed its
doors in 1987, the Society worked to purchase
the property, which it did in 1993 for $1.00. A
capital campaign raised the $300,000 needed to
transform the house of worship into a facility
suitable for the Historical Society’s functions.
Dick Williams, village and town historian,
itemized the work done on building: “By spring
2001, the building had a new heating and
cooling system, new plumbing and electrical
systems, carpeting, interior and exterior
painting, redone stained-glass windows,
shelving for the library, removal of all pews,
basement renovation to hold the permanent
collection, including the Apothecary Shop, and
building of a loft upstairs in the front.”

The July 4, 2001, issue of the Clinton
Courier, reported that Society members formally
celebrated the dedication of the Philip E. Munson
Library with the unveiling of an engraved brass
plaque in memory of Munson. Munson’s wife and
two children revealed the plaque in the evening’s
ceremony.
The building at 1 Fountain Street has
served the Society well. And it will continue to do
so for many decades to come.

Dedication ceremony of the Philip E. Munson Library, July
2, 2001 . Helen Munson and her children, Mary Lynne and
Kim, reveal the engraved brass plaque that marks
Munson's contribution to the Historical Society.

CHS Programs
September 12
Dave Garrett will deliver an encore presentation of
“The Story of the Amish in Our Area.” Garrett, who
has spent the past quarter century living on a farm
in South Trenton, will discuss the culture, religion,
and origins of his Amish neighbors.
October 10
Town historian Dick Williams will discuss life in
Clinton in the 1840s. Dick’s last in-person
programs were standing room only!
November 14
This year’s joint meeting of the Clinton and New
Hartford historical societies will be hosted by New
Hartford. The topic is “The History of the New
Hartford and Clinton Fire Departments.”

Programs are to begin at 2:00 PM. As we go to
press, all events for the fall are planned to be inperson, with attendance restrictions lifted. Check
the website, clintonhistory.org, for up-to-date info.
All programs will be uploaded to the Society’s
YouTube channel approximately two weeks after
each program takes place.

Kathy Collett presents a Sunday program at the CHS.

Thank You, John Burdick!
It is with regret that the CHS Board has accepted
John Burdick’s retirement as researcher and key
contributor to CHS. A life-long Clintonian with
deep knowledge of and love for the community,
John has done a tremendous amount for the
Society for many years. He has been an active
board member, including serving as president.
John also has been an outstanding researcher,
quietly putting in long hours and consulting
multiple resources to thoroughly answer
questions submitted by members and others.
When you see historical plaques around town,
for example the plaque on West Park Row at the
site of the beginnings of the Bristol-Meyers
Company, you can thank John for making those
plaques a reality. And no one knows more about
the history of hockey in Clinton than John!
As a historian and active member of the
Society, John has served our community so well.
We extend our sincere thanks to him for all he
has done.

John Burdick speaks at a monument dedication
on the village green, 201 5

What Is It?
Thank you to everyone who sent in guesses
on the July newsletter’s What Is It? artifact.
Sandra Rolewicz was the first to send in
the correct response, identifying the device
as a much better mousetrap.
Do you have any idea what the item in this
photo was used for? Send your guesses to
clintonhistory1@gmail.com. We will reveal
its purpose and the name of the first person
to identify it correctly in the next issue.

