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Be sure to congratulate Dick Williams the next
time you see him around town. After 20 years
of researching and writing articles and editing
the Clinton Historical Society’s newsletter, Dick
has retired from newsletter duties. Our
community has benefitted from the breadth
and depth of Dick’s knowledge of local history
and his sharing of his information with us. Dick
was only the second person to hold the position
of newsletter editor, Phil Munson being the
first.

A list of the ways that Dick has
contributed to the Historical Society and to our
community could go on and on. He was a social
studies teacher and assistant principal at
Whitesboro Senior High from 1968–1995. A
resident of Clinton for his entire life, Dick
expanded his community contributions after
retiring from teaching. Significant offices he has
held include Clinton village trustee, mayor of
Clinton, and member of the Kirkland Town
Planning Board.

Anyone who has spent time with Dick
knows that his passion is researching and
writing about local history. For more than 42
years, he has written columns for the Clinton
Courier and the Waterville Times, and he has
authored six local history books, including
Farms and Barns of Kirkland, New York and
Kirkland Since 1827. In so many ways, Dick has
enriched our knowledge of our community’s
rich historical past.

Dick’s contributions to the Clinton
Historical Society have been significant. In
addition to educating us about our history and
editing the newsletter for 20 years, he was
president of the Historical Society twice. Dick
had a key role in the 1994 effort to raise funds
and renovate the 1832 Baptist church at 1
Fountain St. The church was transformed into
the beautiful offices, museum, archives, and
public meeting space we now enjoy. Dick has
said that of all the contributions he has made to
the Historical Society, he is most proud of his
role in creating the beautiful space the society
occupies today.

We have been so fortunate to have had

Thank you Dick Wil l iams!
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Dick as our newsletter editor for so long, and
clearly no one person can replace him. The
newsletter will be somewhat different, and we
ask for your help in determining its content.
What are your suggestions for what might be
included? In addition to notice of upcoming
events and local history articles, would you be
interested in an “Ask the Historian” questions
and answer format or “Looking Back at the
Courier” column? Please send us your
suggestions. And, while you’re at it, next time
you see Dick Williams, thank him for ALL he
has done for our community!

Upcoming Events
January 10th

Rush Palmer Cady, Class of 1862
Kathy Collett, Hamilton College Archivist

February 7th
Clinton Residential Architectural Styles,

Including Kit Homes
Richard Williams, Town Historian

March 14
History of the Tower Family

Wade Lallier, Historical Society President

These programs will be recorded and made available at

the Historical Society's YouTube channel.

There will be no in-person attendance at the January

program and limited in-person attendance (12 persons)

at the February and March programs.
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Ask the Historian

Duffy and John Burdick at the cellar hole.

Next to our house on South St., there’s
an old cellar hole or house foundation
where an early home once stood. I’ve
always wondered who lived there and
when was the house built. What can you
tell me? (Sharon Wil l iams)

Answer by local historian John Burdick
The Blakes, an immigrant family from

Ireland, were the first family to live there.
Michael Blake was born in Ireland in 1817; he
married Catherine (1820–1884), and they had
two children in Ireland, Peter, born in 1843,
and Catherine, born in 1845. They had two
more born in the United States, Frank, about
1852, and Annie, in 1855. They must have
immigrated and settled in Clinton between
1845 and 1852. Michael, a long-time resident
and respected citizen of Clinton, died at his
home on South St. on July 22, 1881. I don’t

know if Catherine continued to live there until
her death on December 28, 1884. However, this
ad for rental of the property appeared several
times in the winter and spring of 1887 in the
Clinton Courier.

TO RENT
A house, barn, and about 30 acres of
land; a hop yard of about 3 acres; place
well watered and desirable for market
gardening, situated 2 miles South of
Clinton, and known as the Michael Blake
place. Terms reasonable. For particulars
inquire of E. S. Williams, Clinton, N.Y.

The Blakes’ son-in-law, James L.
Dempsey, was a successful hop dealer, so maybe
Michael did well with his three acres of hops.
(The Elliot S. Williams mentioned in the ad was
the son of Othniel S. Williams; Elliot carried on



his father’s business of real estate, insurance,
and law.)

How John found his answer
When asked about an abandoned

cellar/foundation on South St., Clinton, I first
looked at our 1874 Atlas map of Kirkland and
noticed M. Blake was listed at approximately
where the cellar is located. I then consulted the
Clinton Courier file which is my favorite
resource. Whenever Michael Blake is
mentioned, he is identified as living on South
St., but I never knew exactly where. At this
point, I realized that possibly Michael Blake
had lived on that property. Further searching
Courier articles confirmed sales of the property
before and after Blake. After his death in 1884,
an ad appeared in the Courier describing the
property for rent which further confirmed my
conclusion. An additional article described the
erection of the new house which still stands as
the Williams residence slightly north of the old
foundation.

Readers: Send us your questions to be
used for future Ask the Historian!!

Clinton and Cooperstown Connection

The Otesaga Hotel, which overlooks the southern
end of Otsego Lake in Cooperstown, is a fine
establishment with great food, large and well-
appointed rooms, great service, and friendly help
all within a 1909 hotel.

I stayed there about 15 years ago and,
while reading an account of the hotel from The
Otsego Farmer in 1909, I noticed a brief poem
atop the front page written by Clinton Scollard.
About an hour later, I toured the Farmers’
Museum and saw the Cardiff Giant, a history of
ice cream exhibit, and next to Bump Tavern, the
Carriage House. Scollard and the Carriage House
have direct connections to Clinton to which we
now turn.

First, who was Clinton Scollard? Born in
Clinton in September 1860 to Dr. James I. and
Elisabeth Scollard, he attended the Clinton

Liberal Institute located at Utica and Mulberry
streets and graduated in 1877. Scollard was an
avid sportsman and tramped throughout
Kirkland as a young man becoming familiar with
most spots in the town. He also engaged in
athletic games with other village boys.

Then he went to Hamilton College and
graduated in 1881. After that he studied at
Harvard University (1881–1883) and then
Cambridge University in England during a two-
year trip (1886–1888) to Europe during which
he also visited Egypt and Palestine.

In 1888 he returned to Clinton to become
an English professor at his alma mater
and remained there until 1896. He also spent
another year on “the Hill” teaching in
1911–1912. In 1890 he married Georgia Brown of
Jackson, Michigan, and in 1924 he became the
husband of Jesse Bell Rittenhouse who was born
in Mt. Morris, New York in 1869.

Dick Williams



Rittenhouse taught English, was a journalist and
book reviewer, worked on the editorial staff of
the New York Times Book Review, edited books,
and did anthologies of modern poetry.

The Scollards made their seasonal home in
Winter Park, Florida, where both became
involved with Hamilton Holt and the Rollins
College Conference Plan. She gave courses on
modern poetry and accepted a position there of
Poetry Consultant.

Upon Rittenhouse’s death in 1948, Rollins
received her collection of over 1,200 poetry books
and her literary correspondence of 1,400 letters.

Scollard built the home at 70 College
Street, formerly owned by John B. Allen and now
the home of Barbara and Steve Frank.

Scollard published two books of poems:
Pictures in Song in 1884 and With Reed and
Lyre in 1888. Additionally, between 1896 and
1911, he published six volumes of poetry. At his
death November 20, 1932, he was one of the
country’s best-known and best-loved poets and
one of Clinton’s most noted sons, according to
Edward Stanley in A HalfCentury in the Life of
Clinton, New York.

While at Hamilton, Scollard played
football and baseball. He was credited with
introducing the curve to pitching at that time.

His daughter, Elisabeth Scollard Parlon,
also became something of a poet in the 1920s and
published a volume of verse. This Clinton area
inspired her work, too. “The Sunset of the Year”
is one of Parlon’s poems.

Getting back to the Otesaga Hotel—the poem in
The Otsego Farmer was untitled and it follows.

The air is tinct with attar
faint and fine
That morning from the
dewy loam distills;
Through it, with what
transcendent beauty shine
His wooded home-land hills.

Now we can discuss the Carriage House
situation and the Clinton to Cooperstown
connection. Shown below is the Carriage House
today on the grounds of the Farmers’ Museum in
Cooperstown next to Bump Tavern. It is now
just north of Bump Tavern, but was moved a few
years ago from a spot just south of Bump
Tavern.

But what is the Carriage House’s
connection to Clinton? The former Alexander
Hamilton Inn at 21 West Park Row was the
private residence of the Othniel S. Williams
family between 1830 and 1938. In addition to
extensive gardens and paths which led west to
the Chenango Canal and railroad tracks, a barn,
later called a carriage house, was situated on the
northwest rear of the grounds with its five doors
facing south.

It is assumed that the Williams family
carriages were housed there. Horses may have
been stabled there too, although it’s possible that
the family rented horses from various Clinton
liveries to pull their wagons and carriages.

In the 1950s, the Traubs, owners of the
Alexander Hamilton Inn, used the carriage
house for an antique shop.

In 1957 the carriage house was
dismantled and taken to the Farmers’ Museum
where it has been ever since and used for wagon
storage. Summer seminar classes for teachers
were held in it around 1970.

I took a four-week class there in 1969 and
didn’t realize for a few days that I was sitting in a
building formerly located in Clinton.

Make sure you visit the carriage house on
your next Farmers’ Museum excursion. Take
Route 20 east to Route 80 to Cooperstown.



The best part of being the curator at the
Historical Society is that I am the first one to
see the everyday treasures and sometimes
surprising finds generously donated to our
collection. These items range from a miner’s
head lantern to a pewter baby cup to a 19th-
century doll. From time to time, The
Curator’s Corner will appear in the newsletter
sharing one of the recently donated items and
a little bit of the history that came with it.

The Curator's
Corner
Rose Raymond

Earlier this year we received a child’s
two-piece black velvet suit worn about 1904 by
Albert H. Easingwood. The suit was donated by
Richard C. Easingwood, Albert’s grandson.

Albert was the son of Arthur
Easingwood, a prominent contractor and
architect in Clinton and Central New York in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. He was
best known in this area for designing and
building Lumbard Hall, located just north of
Clinton’s village green.

His son Albert was born in Clinton in
1888 and graduated from Hamilton College in
1912. After college he worked as a newspaper
reporter, and during World War I, he served in
France assigned to the Stars and Stripes
military newspaper.

Each donation we receive has a story of
its own. If you have an item to donate, please
bring it in and share its story with us.

What is it?
Everyday objects from days gone by sometimes become oddities to be

puzzled over in today’s world. Do you have any idea what the object below
was used for?

Send your guesses to clintonhistoricalsociety1@gmail.com. We will reveal the
object’s purpose and the name of the first person to correctly identify it in the

next issue of the newsletter.




