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              WORLD WAR I IN CLINTON ON MARCH 8TH  

 
 Erik Genalo, President of the Clinton Historical Society, and Bob Tegart, past President of 
the Society, will present the program Clinton in World War I on Sunday March 8th at 2pm at 
the Clinton Historical Society, 1 Fountain Street, Clinton, NY.  

 Erik and Bob will talk about the impact of the Great War on the Clinton area. Included 
will be tales of the 337 men and women from the area who entered the Armed Forces and of 
those on the home front who endured food, fuel and other shortages to support them. The role 
of local organizations, churches, the Boy Scouts, the Red Cross and the Home Defense Reserve 
will be discussed as well as the impact of the Spanish Influenza after the war's end. 

 A complete listing of all known Clinton World War I veterans will be on display for peo-
ple to check their ancestors or to add local veterans from that era. Attendees to the program 
may bring memorabilia of their own family’s role in the period to share. 

 As well as being the President of the Clinton Historical Society, Erik is a Museum Techni-
cian at the Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts Institute. In his spare time he conducts military histo-
ry research, focusing on the WWI and WWII eras. Bob, along with his continued involvement 
with the Society, has done considerable research on how national and international events have 
impacted the history of Clinton.   

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP SET FOR MARCH 28TH 

 A workshop about researching your family tree will take place on Saturday, March 28, 2015 at 2 
PM at the Society. Presenters will be Dick Williams and Yvonne Brady. Williams, who is town historian 
and has previously done these workshops,  will discuss tips and suggestions for research. A 25-page 
booklet will be handed out. Mrs. Brady will show how to use Ancestry.com for research and discuss In-
ternet etiquette. The session is free to Society members and $5.00 to others. Members can register 
with Williams at 853-5018 or via e-mail to Apulia@verizon.net. Others should send a check for $5.00 to 
the Society.  Deadline to register for all planning to attend is  March 21st. 
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RECENT DONATIONS 

 Continuing from February’s Newsletter here are more 
donations to the Munson Library.  Many thanks to: 

 

Betty Hanley– military items from husband Robert Hanley, 
TSgt, US Army World War II: overcoat, medals, compass,  sepa-
ration form, photos of Bob in Europe 

Carol Hernandez– China cabinet, white World War II Navy 
uniform and hat of her father Welcome A. Ferguson, 
Cook/Baker 3rd class; note: Mr. Ferguson operated the Clinton 
Home Bakery  between 1950 and 1962 on North Park Row.  

Jack Allen– several items pertaining to Herbert Allen, John B. 
Allen, local poets Clinton Scollard and Elizabeth Scollard, Ed 
Stanley plus catalogs  from Clinton High School 1913-14, Clin-
ton Preparatory School, 1900-01, Clinton Comets program 
1950 vs. Lake Placid Roamers, and bonds of Clinton Rink Asso-
ciation which built and owned the arena prior to the town tak-
ing over in the 1980s  

William Burns– pictures of iron ore mines, Clinton Knitting 
Mill, class of 1948 Marvin Street School, miner clippings, and 
1917 defense committee roll 

Betty Clark– items from her brother Robert ‘Butch ‘Clark: Civil 
Defense police badges, clothing, hat, night club; Clinton year-
books 1942,1944,1945, and 1946, class of 1945 reunion in 
1950 picture 

Mary Cosgrove– family photos, World War II gas ration cou-
pons, V-Mail 

William Walden– 1887 invitation to Clinton Centennial 

Charlene and Joe Groshans– pictures of Franklin Iron Works, 
Franklin Springs school, and sales slip from McCabe’s store; 
note: McCabe’s was one of Clinton’s 10-12 groceries in the 
mid-1900s  located at 9 College Street, today’s Pondra’s Realty. 

KUDOS TO DOROTHY MCCONNELL 

  

 Our long-time member and Post Street resident Doro-
thy McConnell has been neighboring Town of Marshall histori-
an for 25 years. She also was a founder of the Marshall Histori-
cal Society in 1994. Dorothy has written several books about 
Marshall, Deansboro, and Waterville. Her latest publication is 
Waterville Memories , a reminiscence of her early days growing 
up in Waterville in the Eastman family. Congratulations, Doro-
thy! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/WorldCatorg/81565002545?ref=ts
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STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Part II 

 Last month the early years of the Stone Presbyterian Church between the founding in 1791 
and the 1840 period  were presented. Now we will discuss more church history. 

 1– Stone Presbyterian Church was organized as the Society of Clinton in August 1791 and is 
the oldest continuing organization in the village….now  224 years old. Throughout this time the 
church has been of academic as well as spiritual importance, according to an article in the August 
31, 1961 Clinton Courier. This was at the Society’s 170th year. 

 2– First pastor was Asahel Strong Norton whose brother Seth was principal of the Hamil-
ton-Oneida Academy of Rev. Kirkland and continued as a professor after Hamilton College was 
chartered in 1812. Rev. Norton built the Norton Farm on Norton Road at Washington Road, which 
is now on the national and state registers of historic places.  

 3– Rev. Norton was valedictorian of Yale class of 1790. Here he earned $333.13 a year when 
he began in 1793 and was raised to $600.00 after 20 years of service.  

 4– The last few years of Norton’s ministry were unhappy to him, according to the church’s 
history booklet of 1941, for two reasons. The decade  of the 1830s was one of revivalism where 
pastors who called themselves “Evangelists” were in high favor. Many pastors such as Norton who 
was modest, scholarly, and a hard-working pastor fell out of favor.  

 The second major issue was slavery and Abolitionists. The church, then still a Congregation-
al Church, had many parishioners who were aggressive Abolitionists who thought their church 
should be “openly and vigorously leading the effort to destroy slavery,” according to the 1941 
booklet.  

 Norton resigned in 1833 and lived here on his farm another 20 years. He is buried in the Old 
Burying Ground. 

 5– Rev. Moses Chase followed Norton after the church had no seated pastor for 20 months 
and met a similar fate after only four years in the pulpit. Disagreement with the majority of the 
congregation over the church’s relationship to the anti-slavery movement led to Chase’s dismissal. 
During his short tenure, however, plans were made and committees formed to replace the Old 
White Meeting House in the park. The first Stone Church was completed in October 1835 on South 
Park Row.  

 Rev. Chase wrote a letter in March 1840, which has been saved, in which he asked a Rev. 
Reuben Smith in Waterford, New York if there was any pastor openings in his area.  Chase wrote 
that he “had received a dismissal from my people” and “Should Providence favor I should be glad to 
find a field of labor in some corner of my Lord’s vineyard, where I can again resume the delightful 
work of a pastor.”   

 6– The Presbyterian Church had a much stronger connection to Hamilton College than to-
day. The church began as a Congregational Church but changed to the Utica Presbytery in 1864.  
The college had nine presidents who were either Presbyterian or Congregational ministers in its 
first 80 years. Rev. Thomas B. Hudson was Stone pastor between 1870 and 1891 when he resigned 
to become treasurer of Hamilton College thus making another link between the college and the 
church. 

 Rev. Wayne Gridley of an early Clinton family was pastor at the church between 1842 and 
1846 while his brother A.D. Gridley became a Hamilton trustee and helped to oversee the planting 
of trees over the campus . A.D. Gridley also wrote the first Kirkland history in 1874.  

 H.P. Bristol was the son of the man who was the first Hamilton valedictorian in 1815. H. P. 
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Revivals rocked 

Congregational 

Churches. Charles 

Finney led 2d Great 

Awakening here.  

Bristol was valedictorian in the Hamilton class of 1846, taught school, and 
was principal of the Clinton Grammar School at 86-88 College Street. He al-
so taught at Dwight’s Rural High School at Norton Avenue and Elm Street.  

 7– More on the Hamilton/Stone Church connection– Dr. Lionel  D. 
Wyld wrote in the Fall 1963 York State Tradition that at times before World 
War I half of the Sunday School teachers were college professors or their 
wives. A Hamilton dean served as Sunday School Superintendent.  

 Some college students sang in the choir through the years. College 
commencement exercises were held at the church up until the late 1890s. 
Wyld said that nearby farmers, townspeople and others took the day off and 
attended. Each graduate gave an oration in those days. Half of the speeches 
were given in the morning followed by a recess when people went out to the 
park to eat their basket lunches, Wyld went on.  

 8– Stone Church and Clinton’s private schools– Students at some of 
Clinton’s more prominent schools such as Houghton Seminary, Dwight’s 
school, Cottage Seminary, and later Clinton Liberal Institute often attended 
Stone Church.  

 9– Stone Church 
and the 2nd Great Awak-
ening– items 4 and 5 men-
tion the revivalism issues 
of the 1820s and 1830s 
and the problems which 
led to two Stone ministers 
leaving.  Charles Gran-
dison Finney  was a law-
yer in Adams, New York  
who underwent a devas-
tating conversion experi-
ence according to an arti-
cle in New York History, 
January 1978.  The article 
author Howard Alexander 
Morrison states that Fin-
ney attended Samuel Kirk-
land’s Hamilton-Oneida 
Academy here and then 
Yale. In 1824 Finney was 
ordained and quickly his preaching sparked revival fires. He had an extend-
ed revival in Western, north of Rome, in Rome and Utica as well as western 
New York.  

 When he moved from Rome for Utica he left 500 devastated con-
verts. Rev. Norton did not want him to preach here, and it appears Finney 
did not, but his movement touched Stone Church and two of its ministers: 
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 In this period Hen-
ry Davis was Hamilton 
College President and  
was opposed to the Fin-
ney revivals, too. Finney 
did come to Clinton, but 
“no revival occurred in 
Clinton,” according to 
Keith J. Hardman’s 
Charles Grandison Finney 
printed by Syracuse Uni-
versity Press in 1987.  

 

 

The Stone Church is pic-
tured after the 1876 fire 
at right.  

 

 

WHAT WAS RHOADS HOSPITAL? 
 If you are younger than 65, you probably never heard of Rhoads Hospital.  

 It was an Army base on Burrstone Road where today Notre Dame High School, the Utica 
Business Park, and the Holiday Inn are situated. 

 Opened in August 1943 for patients from World War II, construction began in November 1942 
on the 175 acre site. The 1750-bed hospital had 180 cantonment-type buildings, and at its peak, 
housed nearly 5000 patients and duty personnel. 

 More than 25,000 sick and wounded servicemen were cared for there until it closed in 1946. 

 Patients arrived via train at a siding built in to the complex. 

 What remains today? Not much. The gym at the New York Mills School was one of the Hospi-
tal buildings as was the church, Our Lady of the Rosary, at 1736 Burrstone Road. It was enlarged with 
two wings and moved across the street. 

 In addition, two small one-story buildings behind the church were moved there also from the 
Rhoads Hospital site. They are in the rear of the church parking area.  

**************************************************************************************************************** 

The Society depends upon the generosity of YOU, its members. Please help us advance the preservation, 

collection, and presentation of Kirkland and Clinton history by remembering the Society in your will and 

estate planning. Consult your lawyer or financial planner. The Society has IRS 501c3 tax exempt status 

and also is registered as a charitable organization with the New York State Attorney General. 

 

Fearless Prediction: In 1995, Infoworld published a column concluding that “the internet will soon go 
spectacularly supernova and in 1996 catastrophically collapse.” 



SOCIETY SEEKS WORLD WAR I ITEMS FOR COLLECTION 

 The Clinton Historical Society has compiled a WW I listing based on draft cards and service rec-

ords of the Clinton/Kirkland men and women who served, and it is available to the public.  

 The CHS would like to produce a complete account of Kirkland‘s role in the First World War, 

which would serve as a tribute to the men and women involved.   

 The Society is looking for residents who have any WW I memorabilia such as letters, uniforms, 
photos, etc. of the period, and would be willing to share those items with us. The Society will copy, pho-

tograph or scan them and return the items, or gratefully accept them as a donation. 

 This will be a great community-wide project. It will complete the story of our role in the War 

and will become a permanent part of the Clinton Historical Society collection which will be available for 

further research and genealogical study. More information can be found on Facebook (Clinton Historical 

Society), our web site (clintonhistory.org) or by visiting our quarters on Fountain Street.  Get an over-

view of Clinton during the war by attending the March 8th program (see page 1).  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

Welcome to March! Now that February is behind us we can only hope for nicer weather 
and longer days.  

We have some wonderful news to report. Fran Lallier, one of our Directors, has written a 
book entitled “The Little Country School”. This book is a wonderful source of information about 
the daily happenings and evolution of a one room schoolhouse. We hope to have some copies 
for sale soon! Don’t forget that we have a wide selection of local history books for sale all the 
time; many of which are written by members of this society.  You can stop down to the society 
and peruse them in person, or soon, you will be able to order them off of our website!  

We have a few new displays up, and there is always new information to be discovered 
when looking through our archives. So, if you haven’t been down to the society in a while, now is 
the time to visit! 

 

Erik Genalo   
 

ORCHESTRA STARTS UP IN CLINTON 

 An historical event in the classical music world began on December 14, 2014 when the Clinton Symphony 
Orchestra held its first concert in the Clinton Central Schools Performing Arts Complex in the Middle School. Re-
tired Clinton physician and Society member Roger Moore is president of the  symphony with Charles Schneider, 
musical director, and Marilee Ensign, general manager. 

 In the 1950s Charles Budesheim led the Clinton Pops Orchestra performing at ice shows and at the high 
school auditorium. In the 1970s Budesheim led the Con Amore Orchestra and Opera Guild Orchestra in the Utica 
area. Budesheim, an accomplished arranger, adjudicator, violinist, percussionist and  conductor, was director of 
music for the Clinton schools from the  late 1930s until 1953. He was with the Syracuse and Utica symphonies. 


