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CLINTON AND THE CIVIL WAR PROGRAM NEXT 

 Society vice-president  and former president Robert Tegart will discuss the role of 
Clinton and Kirkland in the Civil War at 2 PM, Sunday, January 15, 2012 at the Society. 

 Mr. Tegart  has a keen interest in historic land-
marks, the Civil War, and  our rich local history. He has 
served the Society for years and has been president 
1995-1998 and also 2004-06 and is now vice-
president. He also chairs the Clinton Historic Preserva-
tion Commission for the Village. Bob wrote a chapter 
for the recent book on Oneida County and the Civil 
War: With Courage and Honor. 

 Bob is shown at right in Civil War garb with the 
late Walter Cookenham on Elm Street prior to marching in a Clinton parade in 2000. 

REMEMBER HILLARY’S VISIT HERE IN 2000? 

 Former first lady Hillary Clinton vis-
ited Clinton, New York in the summer of 2000 
on her “listening tour” prior to her election as 
US Senator from New York. She had lunch at 
the Alexander Hamilton Inn, met some local 
businesspeople, and shook voters’ hands 
along West Park Row. Later her supporters 
promoted her in a local parade around South 
Park Row. 

 

VETS’ DAY DRAWS BIG CROWD 

 Nearly 60 veterans and families attended the Society’s ceremony on November 11th. 
Bob Tegart and Richard Williams spoke about the Viet Nam War and the Clinton soldiers 
killed in action.   
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RECOLLECTIONS OF AIR RAID DRILLS   

 Our village practiced readiness by participating in Air Raid 
Warnings.  When the village siren sounded and it was dark outside, 
interior lights could not show outside.  This meant that in our case, 
we had to pull down the black shades we had purchased for rooms 
we wanted to keep lit.  When the siren sounded again, it was clear to 
resume normal activities. 

 To one side of our village near Mulberry Street is a small hill, 
called “the Knob”.  On the top of the Knob, I was told there was a 
small structure that contained pictures of aircraft and it was there 
that volunteers like my Aunt Peg Schwald spent time identifying air-
craft so as to spot any enemy planes if they should be in the vicinity.  
When I finally had a chance to go to the top of the Knob sometime 
later, apparently vandals had burned the building down. 

 Everyone seemed to take part in collecting and contributing 
“to the war effort”.  The village created a spot at one end of the beau-
tiful village park, for people to bring metal items, large and small.  
With items like old cars, car parts, beds and mostly small metal ob-
jects, the pile soon became a “mountain of junk.”   I assume these 
items were then sent to become war vehicles or firearms.  Many of 
us youngsters went door-to-door picking up old newspapers, which 
we took to a scrap dealer and received cash for each pound we 
brought to him.  We also went to fields in the area to remove pods of 
milkweed plants that contained a fiber-like material.  My under-
standing was that the fibers were used in the manufacture of para-
chutes and flotation vests. 

 A few years ago, while going through my parents belongings, I 
found a food ration book in my name, one issued for each member of 
the family.   Apparently that was the means of authorizing food ra-
tioning during the war years. 

 The end of the war did come, and there was great celebrating.  
My family was spending a few days at a summer camp shared with 
another family in Sylvan Beach on Oneida Lake.  When the news of 
the end of the war came, people were driving around tooting their 
car horns and waving flags, my mother and father included.  There 
was, indeed cause for celebration!! 

 

Editor’s Note– the above was contributed by member Ronald MacLean who 
grew up in the dip on Kellogg Street and graduated from Clinton High School in 
1956. He sent us this account of the domestic front during World War II in re-
sponse to our request for memories of the past. He sent us a few more memo-

ries which we will use as space permits. Thank you, Ron! 
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Rev. KELLY WRITES CLINTON CHURCH HISTORY 

 Rev. Vincent Kelly served St. Mary’s Church in the 1970s through the early 1990s when he 
moved to Oriskany Falls. Now retired Father Kelly has written Faith of Our Ancestors: A History of the 
Churches of Clinton and the Oriskany Falls Area. It details the history of Clinton churches in a well-
written account of each. 

 To purchase by US Mail send $20.00 to Father Kelly at P.O. Box 217, Oriskany Falls, New York 
13425, telephone 306-0015.  
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HOCKEY DATA 

  

 A web site chuck full of 
hockey statistics is 
www.hockeydb.com. Readers may 
check out former Clinton Comet 
stars from the 1950s through 1970s 
to see how many goals they scored 
or how many minutes they were 
penalized. 

 The popular “Indian Joe” 
Nolan came to the Toledo Mercurys 
in 1951 in the International Hockey 
League and spent two years there. 
He played 25 games in 1953-54 for 
the Louisville Shooting Stars, and 
then came to Clinton for 1956 and 
1957 seasons.  He left part-way 
through the 1956-57 season for the 
Comets arch rival the Johnstown 
Jets. 

 Nolan played defense so 
scored few times,  but was penal-
ized several minutes each year. He 
was born in Sault Ste. Marie, On-
tario on March 21, 1929. Nolan was 
six feet tall and weighed 210 
pounds according to the web site. 
He shot right handed. 

 He married Ellen Blake of 
Clinton.  

GRIDLEY HISTORY  

FOR SALE 

 The first published history of the town of Kirk-
land in 1874 was Rev. Amos Delos Gridley’s History of 
the Town of Kirkland . Gridley was a minister and a de-
scendant of one of Clinton’s earliest families. He lived 
and owned property on Williams Street.  

 Kirkland historian Richard Williams did Kirk-
land Since 1827 as part of the town’s 175th anniver-
sary in 2002.  It is for sale at the Society for $10.00. 

  To honor Clinton’s bicentennial in 1987 the 
Questers Schooltown Chapter 100 had Gridley re-
printed and sold 500 copies.  

 Now a web site www.alibris.com offers repli-
cated copies of Gridley ranging from $15.40 to $43.95 
depending on condition.  

 Gridley documented the Indians and early set-
tlers as well as the churches, schools, factories, and 
Hamilton College, Clark Mills, and Franklin Iron 
Works.  

 If you desire a copy, check out this web site. 

At Right 

 

 

 The first St. Mary’s Church at Marvin 
and Prospect streets was used between 
1854 and January 1913 when the current 

St. Mary’s was dedicated.  



 

President’s Letter 
Happy New Year, with many more to come! 

 To start the New Year we have Robert Tegart’s Clinton in the Civil War. Schooltown Quester Faye Citta-
dino’s display of Civil War artifacts with items on loan from Dr. Jay Williams collection will support Mr. Tegart’s 
presentation. Anyone with Civil War artifacts or memorabilia they would like to loan the society for our upcoming 
Civil War displays contact Faye Cittadino at historybuff65@hotmail.com or call 859-1055(this is the correct phone 
number to call.) 
 This time of year we start looking for new board members, committee chairs, committee members, volun-
teers and other people to help make a team that will make our society stronger. We are celebrating our 50

th
 year 

and need people to help plan our next 50 years. The committees are: Nominating, Building, Collections Communi-
cations and Public Relations, Finance and Investments, Hospitality, Membership, Publications, and Programs.  If 
you feel you can help in one or more of these areas, please call me at 725-4830. To see the board in action and 
help you decide if you want to join in this endeavor I invite you to come to our board meeting on January 9 at 7:00 
P. M.. 

 In case you missed it in November we had the Veterans Day Observance planned by our Programs Com-
mittee with Faye Cittadino providing a display for Vietnam Veterans with loans from Kevin Kelley from Rome, NY.  
Anthony Wonderley’s talk on the Oneida Community, the Christmas Shopper Stroll with homemade refreshments 
provided by our Hospitality Committee, and storytelling on Saturday. 

 In December the Christmas Socializer, that I missed because of a flight cancellation out of Chicago, was 
planned by our Hospitality Committee. We had displays by Evelyn Edwards on Christmas Post cards and Faye  

Cittadino’s Winter Wonderland of Cookie Jars. 

Paul Frey 

RECYCLING CLINTON BUILDINGS– Beginning a Series 

 

 Numerous Clinton and Kirkland buildings have had different uses through the years from 
the original ones. Here are some examples: 

1- The original Clinton Methodist Church on East 
Park Row was built by Walter Gillespie, a local black-
smith, in 1842 and continued as the church until 
1965 when the new one at 105 Utica Road was dedi-
cated. The then-new Kirkland Art Center bought the 
old church from the Methodists and today still uses it 
for its galleries, classrooms, and offices thus preserv-
ing and maintaining an historic and familiar structure 
on East Park Row.  At right KAC ca. 1975   

2- The office building at 4 Fountain Street was built in 
1924 as the Grange Hall on the site of the Park Hotel barn. Up to a couple of years ago the first floor 
held motion pictures with different operators, the last being Jay Anderson who owns the building 

and now rents offices there. 

3- In 1893 the Clinton Union School and Academy opened on 
Marvin Street and continued as a public school until 1974. 
Bought from the school district by Charles Gaetano it be-
came Marvin Street Apartments. It has 12 apartments and a 
large parking area on the former playfield on the south side.    

 

At left is the Cannonball Cinema or Clinton Theater at 4 Foun-
tain Street; built in 1924  Picture taken by Dwight  

Dibble from Stone Church Tower in 2008.  
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