
 

 FORT STANWIX & N.P.S. KICKOFF  

OUR 54TH YEAR 

 Once again our program chair Bill Rudge has put together a fine program schedule for 
September 2016 through May 2017. 

 Leading off will be Clinton resident and Fort Stanwix Superintendent Frank Barrows, who 
will discuss the centennial of the National Park Service and the 40th anniversary of the rebuilding 
of Fort Stanwix in downtown Rome. 

 Frank has worked 16 years for the NPS as a park ranger, youth programs coordinator, vol-
unteer coordinator, and chief of interpretation. He arrived in Rome in November 2014. 

 The program begins at 2 PM Sunday, September 11 at the Society. Come and bring a 
friend. Refreshments, which will delight you, follow the program.  

A BUSY SUMMER FOR C.H.S 

 The summer of 2016 probably has been one of the busiest in terms of displays, 
events, and open hours. Your Society was at many places and brought Clinton history to 
several residents and visitors.  
 Clinton 4th and 5th graders visited for Civil War presentations by Bob Tegart. 
Some wrote letters of thanks. 

 “Thank you for having us over it was very fun. My favorite part was the stories and pic-
tures. I also liked seeing the old uniforms and rifles even though one was a replica.. I would love 
to visit again and stay longer and look at all the old things. Thank you again.” 

Stephen Copperwheat   
 Other events were a display of Society framed pictures of homes and buildings in 
Clinton at the KAC; An American Girl debut on June 27 when two more dolls were pre-
sented to the public; photos and paintings  from the Society’s collection opened at the 
Kirkland Town Library; Wade Lallier led a canal and rails walk around the village; artifacts 
about Hayes National Bank went on display July 1 at the NBT office, the former home of 
Hayes National Bank; and the Society was open during Farmers’ Market. 

Thanks to Bob Tegart for arranging all these events. 
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Dues- $12.00 individual 1 
year; $30 3 years; $17.00 
businesses/families 1 year; 
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$50.00 contributing member 

BROCHURE ENCLOSED 

 The annual membership brochure and 2016-2017 program 
schedule is enclosed for your perusal. Hang on to it for reference all 
year as important dates are printed. 

 

FINAL DUES REQUEST 

 Letters went out in August to those members still delinquent 
in dues for the April 1, 2016 through March 31, 2017 year. Original 
notices went with the March 2016 newsletter. The By-Laws indicate 
that membership must be suspended if dues are not paid within six  
months (October 1, 2017). 

 Those members in arrears are asked to remit quickly. A red 
“X” appears on all envelope labels of those who haven’t paid yet. 

 

TRAINS TO CLINTON 150 YEARS AGO 

  

 Most members under 59 years of age would have no recol-
lection of trains weaving their way over the old wood ties as the New 
York Ontario & Western proceeded from a crossing just east of 
Homewood Drive along the relatively flat roadbed parallel to Che-
nango Ave and southwest to Franklin Springs and Deansboro and 
points south. 

 The first train, called the “dummy,” arrived here on the tracks 
of the Utica,  Clinton, and Binghamton RR September 6, 1866. The 
last train of the New York Ontario & Western RR left on March 29, 
1957. A lot of history occurred here within those 91  years.  

 A freight house and passenger station on Kirkland Avenue 
plus crossings at Taylor Avenue, Kirkland Avenue, College Street, 
Dwight Avenue, Harding Road at state route 12-B and a coal shed 
near today's post office, and coal dealers all disappeared after 1957. 

 A few Clinton men worked as agents for freight and passen-
gers as well as on the engine crews and labor gangs. 

 The Rome & Clinton Railroad was built in 1871 to Kirkland, 
Clark Mills, Westmoreland, Bartlett, and South Rome. It owned just 
the right-of-way…. No rolling stock and ended in March 1957, too. 

 Prior to the motor car and the trolley from Utica, the train 
brought people, goods, and a sense of excitement to our small vil-
lage. Climb aboard here in 1890 and end up in Weehawken, NJ, 
across the Hudson from New York City.  

 More on the trains in the next few months.    
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       PLATE FOUND  

 

      After  nearly 22-23 years 
one of the Society’s oldest 
items has been rediscov-
ered, according to Coordina-
tor Bob Tegart. 

 While moving arti-
facts in July, Bob saw an old 
office or school clock.  At the 
back of the clock were some 
paper wrappings which con-
tained the plate at left.  

 It is labeled “Clinton 
Ware 1823” and was proba-
bly made by potter John B. 
Gregory, who had a shop in 
the rear of Owens-Pavlot & 
Rogers funeral home on Col-

lege Street. Gregory also made the redware plate in the collection which has his name on it. They 
are similar. 

 Bob supposes that when the Society moved from the town library in the 1993 period, 
someone took special pains to wrap items carefully for preservation’s sake. Bob suspects that Ken 
Crane was responsible for carefully wrapping the rare plate. 

 

    Ginkgo GONE!!!! 

  

 The landmark ginkgo tree in the Dollar 
General parking lot is history after nearly 170 
years. It was a victim of a limited earth area to 
gather rain water around it to accommodate 
the moisture needs of such a large tree. 

 In the past few years it didn’t “leaf out” 
as much as previously, and not much could be 
done but to cut it down. 

 When this shopping center was built in 
the 1964 period, not sufficient ground was pro-
vided around the ginkgo tree. Instead, a very 
small circumference concrete curb encircled it 
sealing its doom some 50 years ago.     
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Greetings,  
 

 It’s been awhile since my last message  and much 
has transpired. We held the annual meeting in May and 
new board members were elected. Please welcome Joe 
Ellis and Wade Lallier to the board of directors. The board 
retained four officers: President Jerry Semchenko; Vice 
President Ruth Cosgrove; Secretary Mary Byrd; and 
Treasurer Lisa Firsching.  Stepping down from the direc-
tors positions are Pat Smith and Fran Lallier. We are fortu-
nate to have Joe and Wade filling the vacancies, and I am 
looking forward to their many  contributions  and ideas.   

 Historic Clinton Week in June was a great suc-
cess because of the diligence and dedication  of our volun-
teer staff. They are the Historical Society’s backbone and 
deserve much thanks. During this summer many visitors 
have passed through our doors to view our museum dis-
plays and collections of historical ephemera. Our great vol-
unteers are always willing to help when called upon to pro-
vide research information, answer questions or conduct 
museum tours and programs. ; 
 In closing, it’s a privilege for me to serve the mem-
bership, and  I will strive to keep our Historical Society rel-
evant in and around our community.  

Jerry 
 

Thanks…Jerry. ; 

PART OF STORY MISSING 

 In the June issue the last few 
paragraphs on the article about Hamil-
ton President Stewart retiring were 
missing. 

 “In reference to the historic mark-
er this should have been added: The Col-
lege paid for the new sign after Clarence 
Aldridge brought up the fact it was miss-
ing. 

 During Historic Clinton Week in 
2006, when John Fitzpatrick was our 
president, he participated in the dedica-
tion of the new marker with Stewart.  

 University of Minnesota Law 
School Dean David Wippman replaced 
Stewart on July 1, 2016. He graduated 
from both Yale and Princeton and  taught 
at Cornell University.” 

FOOTE DESCENDANT FOUND EARLY RELATIVES 

 Moses Foote ancestor Blair Law sent us some information on early Foote relatives in Con-
necticut. Blair has traced the Footes and their predecessors back to the mid-1200’s in England. 
There were some knights and aristocracy.  

 Moses Foote’s great, great, grandfather was Nathaniel Foote, one of the founders of Weth-
ersfield, CT where there is a monument to him on the village green. This is just south of Hartford and 
is a very well-preserved historic village. 

 Nathaniel, born in 1593, sailed on the Brig “Anne” around 1630 landing in Plymouth, MA. 
Soon he, along with about eight others, moved into the Connecticut River Valley and settled what is 
now  Wethersfield. He owned about 400 acres of cropland and was a successful entrepreneur, who 
died in 1644 leaving his widow Elizabeth Deming quite well off. 

 Blair found in the Wethersfield Library a book of the Foote family tree which listed five presi-
dents descended from Robert Foote, Nathaniel’s father. Richard Nixon, William Howard Taft, Ruth-
erford B. Hayes, George W. Bush, and George H.W. Bush. The last three are from Blair’s line. 

 Blair with about 15 of his family were in Clinton last July for the dedication of the new Found-
ers’ Monument in the park. He is a life member of the Society. 


