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15 miles on the Chenango Canal November 13th

The 40th joint meeting between the New Hartford Historical Society and the Clinton Histor-
ical Society will occur on Sunday, November 13,2016 at 2 PM at the First United Methodist Church

at 105 Genesee Street in New Hartford.

New Hartford native and New Hartford High School graduate Bill Elliott has recently fin-
ished a master’s degree in Landscape Architecture at SUNY College of Environmental Science and
Forestry in Syracuse. It was a study of the old Chenango Canal between Utica and Oriskany Falls.
The study is focused on cultural landscapes, landscapes whose character and components (the
shape of the land, building type and location, movement of people and vehicles) express a unique
aspect of American history and culture. Refreshments will follow.

‘Be Patriotic
sign your counfry’s
pledqe fo save the food

U.5.FOOD ADMINISTRATION

WORLD WAR |
100 YEARS AGO

While wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
receive our attention the past 25 years, we are
commemorating the centennial of World War I
this year through 2018.

The US declared war in April 6, 1917
and sent thousands of young men, munitions,
and supplies to the Allies in Europe where
trench warfare caused numerous deaths from
guns, gas attacks and disease.

At left is a poster urging Americans to
“save food” as a patriotic gesture.

Alarge World War | monument is in
the Park with the inscription: “It is a beautiful
thing for a good man to die fighting in the fore-
most ranks of her defenders.”

It was dedicated November 23, 1923.
See page 3 for more.
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BREWERTON H. CLARKE, Sr.

Amongst several colorful Clinton residents who achieved some local
and regional fame was magician Sir Felix Korim, known locally as Brewer-
ton Clarke.

Between the early 1940s and the 1970s Clarke performed at many
events such as the Masons, KAC, American Legion Post in Franklin Springs,
Clinton Fire Department banquets, Clinton High School stage, Boy Scout
shows, Clinton Lions, Clinton Kiwanis, Chamber of Commerce and in many
states.

Brewerton Hedges Clarke was born in Ilion in 1905, the son of Her-
bert and Elizabeth Clarke. He graduated from Utica Free Academy and was
a teacher of elocution. He was well-known as a magician who used the
stage name of Sir Felix Korim.

In 1941 he married Clara Decker who lived on Herkimer Road in
Utica. The wedding was in the Lady Chapel of Grace Church in Utica. She
also graduated from U.F.A. and from Albany State Teachers College.

A Clinton Courier item in October 1942 reported that Sir Felix Korim
and Lady Choai, who are known to their neighbors as Mr. and Mrs. Brewer-
ton Clarke of EIm Street, had returned from their opening season touring
New England, Ohio, and the far south.

They later resided on Anderson Place off Utica Street.

They appeared at the New England Convention of Magicians held in
Springfield and for the Grand Lodge of Ohio, F & A.M. in Columbus. The
Courier went on to say that Sir Felix was arranging a fall and winter itiner-
ary to Ohio and other states.

The couple held many appearances at fraternal organizations such
as the Masons and the Eastern Star.

Clarke was a commercial artist, an illustrator, a sign designer and
painter. He designed the village of Clinton seal and the 1987 Clinton Bicen-
tennial logo.

In describing Korim's talent prior to a KAC show it said that “Feats
from China, Japan, and India are included in the kaleidoscope of bewilder-
ment which are often heard but never seen.” He was called “a national au-
thority on tricks and illusion” and was writing a book on magic

His writings were in Geni, the Conjuror magazine, and he was de-
scribed as a world authority on stage illusions. Sir Felix was called a part of
the tradition of Kellar, Thurston, Houdini, and Blackstone.

As part of his show Korim would levitate his wife Clara and also saw
her in two parts right on stage.

In 1955 one of his assistants was Bonnie Dean, described as a tal-
ented actress, dancer, and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harwood Jones of
Chuckey. She is a cofounder of Spring Farm Cares on Route 12.

See Korim page 4
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Worl d War | from page 1

The Town of Kirkland | ost 12 men in the war.
720 Oneida County service men suffered casual
were wounded and survived: Austin Cohen, Ahmgd H
men were wounded but survived: Robert J. Boyd@, W
sell, Thomas A. Power s, Fred Pringle, John PmHoko

Al most three years after the war ended tw Ki
turned here. OnCMangt @nr,eCdadr2tileed tthheat t he remaihs
Frederick P. Hel muth were returned to Clinton on

The train was met by -aewoAmengeamn Eegimom higos$ h
were taken to the Lyceum on Williams Street, gt he

The bodies lay in state with a guard at tige L
with buri al I n St. Mary’' s Cemetery.

Clinton’s American Legion Post was named afte
310th Infantry Regiment, which was part of the78
pl ace around the village of Thiacourt where he
gassed, and 33 missing in action.

Corpor al Frederick Hel muth was one of the fgmen
Hel mungal |l s Post 232 to commemorate the brotilers
Pear | Har bor, December 7, 1941, and are entombed

A tot al of 632 Hamilton College students and
l ost in the war. I'n Kirkland 327 men and women

racy” as WédrewsWilsbe callied the war.

Kirkland men were conscripted, and some enlisted. Their average age was 24 with occupations
as mill worker, farm laborer, or store clerk.

Clark Mills had many English immigrants working in the Hind-Harrison Plush Works so many
returned to England to serve. A total of 12 joined the Canadian Army, 12 joined the British Army, and
one the Polish Army.

The Utica paper reported under the headline “Clinton Boy At Marne” that Samuel Bartle got
through hard fighting scathless, took part in the St. Mihiel drive, and had hard fighting in the Argonne
Forest.

Bartle enlisted in 1917 in the 10th Field Artillery and arrived in France in early May for train-
ing, but before the training ended, they were rushed to the Marne sector where they successfully held
the Crown Prince’s picked troops “in their mad rush for Paris.”

On the Clinton home front our women volunteered for the Red Cross and sewed trench bags.
The Clinton women sewed 1000 trench bags made of unbleached muslim used for surgical dressings
by Army doctors. These women also knitted socks and rest pillows.

At war’s end November 11, 1918 a huge bonfire near the south end of the park made of old
boxes, logs, and old furniture signified Clinton'’s celebration. Bells tolled, cannons boomed, horns,
fifes, and shouting took place as firemen turned out, church bells rang, and Hamilton cadets descend-
ed from the hill singing their best marching songs for the parade.

Acknowledgment: Robert Tegart provided some of the World War I information.



Sir Felix Korim from page 2 page 4
Clarke is remembered as a dapper guy with a deep voice, mustache and a goatee. He volun-

teered later in his life for many Clinton organizations doing publicity and designing posters. A ciga-

rette was a constant in his adult life along with a sense of humor. He also ran for mayor of Clinton in

the mid-1980s and lost to Harlan Lewis.

The Clarkes had two children. At the time of Brewerton’s death October 4, 1986 his daughter
Linda Fitzpatrick was living in New York State and son Brewerton, Jr. was in Glendale, California.

Mrs. Clarke died in 1954, and Mr. Clarke died in 1986 at age 81. Clarke’s Requiem Eucharist
was held at St. James Episcopal Church when he died. At the time of his death Clarke was living in an
apartment on North Park Row.

OBITUARY STYLES CHANGE

Numerous character traits and more flowery language appeared in obituaries in 1890s.
We present part of the obituary of August Fake, died March 1895, who ran a dry goods store
where fire house # 1 on North Park Row is today. Fake’s father Peter had started the store in the
1830s.

From the Clinton Courier, “Mr. Fake was a man who adhered rigidly to honorable business
methods. With him honesty was best, not as a policy, but as a principle. Passing years serve only
to deepen the writer’s esteem of his business principles, and the conscientiousness with which
they were adhered to.

He could not be moved from a position once taken, until a higher and better condition
could be proved. Mr. Fake had more religion than creed; more candor than suavity, more princi-
ple than policy, more regard for his conception of honesty and consistency than for the opinions
of others..

Never during the writer’s business associations with him, was there heard an unkind or
bitter word from his lips.”

Fake lived in the home at 15 Chestnut Street at the top of Marvin Street, which was built
in 1849 and is the oldest home on the street. It was known as “Butternut Hill” as butternut wood
was supposedly used in construction.
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1) The American Legion Post will hold a ceremony at 10 AM on 6 AOA OAT, M»SemBeAll at
the Post in Franklin Springs instead of at St. Mary’s Cemetery as in past years.

2) Send the Society your £A | E 1 Uor €@efinfafdl do research in Ancestry.com for free.

3) Bob and Beth Tegart were feted after the program October 9 for their volunteer service to
the community and the Society prior to their move to Bennington, Vermont.

4) The Society will be open for the# E OE O O ARgidag Xb@einbet 25.
5) New Hamilton College President David Wippman toured the Society in October.

6) The next Society board of directors meeting is November 14 at 7 PM.




