
 

HISTORIC CLINTON WEEK STARTS JUNE 26 

  

 Since 1971 the Clinton Historical Society has held special events in a June or July week 
and called it HISTORIC CLINTON WEEK. Here’s this year’s schedule: 

 

 Monday, June 27, 2016- American Girl Debut at CHS; 11 AM when two more dolls will be 
presented at the Society 

 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016-  Tour of Canal & Rails in Clinton– Wade Lallier will lead this 
tour of places and buildings from Clinton’s canal and train period– 7 PM from the Society; 
walking is required. 

 

June 1-June 30– the Society has many of its paintings and photos on display at the Kirkland 
Town Library called “Faces & Places” upstairs 

 

June 26 on– at KAC Gallery: Clinton Historic District Homes photos from the Society’s collec-
tion 

 

July 1-July 30 Artifacts about Hayes National Bank in the lobby of NBT Bank where Hayes 
was located 

 

Arena Plaque dedicated– date to be announced 

 

July 4, 2016 7 PM Grand Parade; this year vintage fire apparatus from neighboring depart-
ments will be featured; fireworks will follow 

 

Check local media for the latest information on each event. 
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Fresh Peas Taste So Good  

 

 There is something special about getting fresh peas, in the pod and 
especially when they are still attached to the vines.  You simply pull the 
pods from the vines, press the pod along the “seam,” pop open the pod, and 
with your thumb, run it along the line of peas and throw them into your 
mouth--------raw, uncooked, unseasoned peas to savor ! 

 

 If this sounds like something I may have experience doing, that’s 
true, I have.  However, it was a long time ago-----perhaps when I was 10 to 
12 years old.   

 

  The rural area around Clinton, New York had a large number of 
farms.  Many of  these farmers grew peas and in the summer transported 
them in their hay wagons to a “pea vinery” (as it was called) located in the 
outskirts of the village.  The “pea vinery,” located on Norton Ave, would 
remove the pods from the vines and load the pods into trucks for transpor-
tation to the next process.   If left too long, the remaining pea-less vines 
would start to ferment and really smell. 

 

 If my friends and I were on our bicycles and would spot a load of 
pea vines moving through the village, we would ride alongside the hay 
wagon , loaded with vines and remove as many vines as we could with one 
hand, while steering our bike with the other hand.  In retrospect, this was 
anything but a safe adventure but the profits were huge.  We would speed 
away from the tractor-pulling wagon and head for a safe haven to savor the 
rewards of the adventure.  A bunch of vines would yield enough peas to 
satisfy the between-meal appetite of any young adventurous youth.   

 

 This is just one example of the kind of fun we would have had dur-
ing those hot, much too short summers back in the late 1940’s in a small 
upstate New York community. 

 

A recollection by Ron Mac lean, CHS Class of 1956, Society member and 
former Kellogg Street resident now living in Trumansburg, NY 

 

Some facts:  

1) Kirkland College lasted ten years from 1968 to 1978 when financial 
issues caused it to be absorbed by Hamilton College. 

2) Nearly 65 private schools operated here between 1793 and 1910. 

3) NBT Bank is the successor to Hayes National Bank, formed in 1878. 

4) Secretary of War and State Elihu Root is buried in the Hamilton Col-
lege Cemetery. 
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WHATEVER BECAME OF 

1) Salt Point; 2) Willow Hill; 3) Hastings Place;  4) Stump Street; 5) Farmers Mills; 6) Milburn; 7) 
Kirkland Street; 8) Franklin Street; 9) Clinton Mills; 10) Factory Street; 11) England; and 12) 
Houghton Hill  

 

THEY’RE STILL HERE; all 12 locations are still here although their names 

have changed or fallen into disuse 

 

1– Salt Point is that area around the intersection  of Norton Avenue, Campus Road, and Valley 
View Road  near the Skenandoa Club . 

2– Willow Hill is Brimfield Street between Utica Street and Dawes Avenue. 

3– Hastings Place is the lane alongside the former Courier building at 1 Kirkland Avenue 

4– Stump Street is now Sanford Avenue. 

5– Farmers Mills is the  area on Dugway Road at the 1st bridge. 

6– Milburn is a later name for Farmers Mills. 

7– Kirkland Street is now Harding Road. 

8– Franklin Street was once the main road to Franklin Springs and now is Dwight Avenue. 

9– Clinton Mills were located in the Laurel Place/Norton Avenue area, site of a cotton mill and 
others including an electrical generating power plant. 

10– Factory Street was the name once given to Norton Avenue. 

11– England designated the four corners of College Hill Road and Skyline Drive. 

12– The lower (west) end of Chestnut Street was called Houghton Hill after the nearby girls’ semi-
nary. 

 
150 YEARS 

FOR THE C.F.D. 

 

 2016 marks the sesqui-
centennial of the all-volunteer 
Clinton Fire Department. 
Shown at right is an annual 
inspection dating from the 
1930’s. 

 Note the two blocks 
just west of the fire house. 
They were razed after a July 4, 
1989 fire and replaced with the 
two-story blocks there now. 
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Lorenz Legacy 

 Former CHS President Frank Lorenz died last fall. He had served ably as our president from 
1980-1982 and worked at Hamilton College as editor and archivist. Extremely knowledgeable about the 
College he was always ready to share a document, answer a question, or find a picture. 

 The Society was informed in  May that he named us in his will, however, the Society has not been 
told how much it will receive. Frank had no close relatives, and Hamilton College will also benefit from 
Frank’s estate. 

 Frank’s bequest follows one a few years ago from Richard Clark, who was related to the Goering 
family. Over the years  William Williams, Robert Timian, Howard Chaney, Beatrice Sawyer, Ed Stanley, 
the Powell family and others have remembered the Society in their estate planning. 

 The Society thanks members  in advance if considering the Society when making their wills. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Bye Joan Hinde Stewart    

 After 13 years Hamilton College 
President Joan Hinde Stewart will retire 
June 30, 2016. 

 Mrs. Stewart has been a good 
friend of the Clinton community and the 
Society. The “Town-Gown Fund” has do-
nated to the Society, and she approved 
the replacement historical roadside 
marker which had been stolen.  

 It read, “Founded as Hamilton-
Oneida Academy, 1793, the Rev. Samuel 
Kirkland. Chartered as Hamilton Col-
lege.” 

 It was first placed in 1974. Driving 
over the top of the “Hill” it is directly on 
the right side in the familiar blue and 
gold state sign colors. 

 The College paid for new sign af-
ter Clarence Aldridge brought up the fact 
it was missing. 

 During Historic Clinton Week in 
2006, when John Fitzpatrick was our 
president, he participated in the dedica-
tion of the new marker with Stewart.  

 University of Minnesota Law 
School Dean David Wippman will replace 
Stewart. He graduated from both Yale 
and Princeton and has taught at Cornell 
University. 

Below is an ad for the Clinton Metallic Paint Co. 
which used local iron ore to make red paint and 
mortar colors (of differing colors). It closed in 1964. 


