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DEATH OF PRESIDENT JERRY SADDENS ALL 
 The Clinton Historical Society members heard the sad news  of President Jerry  
Semchenko’s death on October 22 and made arrangements for the family to use the 
Society’s quarters for a memorial service which was held Sunday, October 30, 2016. 

 This obituary was in the memorial service  program. 

 Gerard “Jerry” Francis Semchenko, aged 66, of Clinton, New York, passed away 
from natural causes on the morning of October 22, 2016.   Jerry was born on Octo-
ber 17, 1950, in Boston, Massachusetts. He was the second child and first son of 
Geraldine Simmons and Adolphe Semchenko.  Jerry spent his childhood in Dorches-
ter, Massachusetts, and later in Quincy, Massachusetts where he was raised by his 
Mother and Stepfather, Joseph Leary. 

 He served for four years in the Air Force.  Jerry worked for the Department of 
Defense and then the Federal Aviation Administration where he was a Radar Spe-
cialist and Contract Administrator and enjoyed a long career.  Jerry received an As-
sociate Degree in Applied Science and Data Processing from Mohawk Valley Com-
munity College in 1981.  He married Elizabeth Geroux in 1971.  They were blessed 
with two daughters and were married until her passing in 2005.   In 2008 he mar-
ried Joneen Matthews.  He enjoyed a happy retirement in Clinton, NY.  He was the 
standing president of the Clinton Historical Society.  

 Jerry was a wonderful man.  He was a loving Husband, Father, Stepfather, and 
Grandfather.  He will be remembered as a gracious friend to many.   Jerry was relig-
iously faithful to his favorite baseball team, the Red Sox, and an avid crossword fa-
natic.  He garnered much joy and merriment from his involvement with the Clinton 
Historical Society.  Jerry enjoyed managing the Historical Society table at the Clinton 
Farmers Market.  Many nights he could be found strolling the sidewalks of Clinton 
with his dog and best friend, Reggie.                                                   Continued on page 2  

 



P a g e  2  C l i n t o n  h i s t o r i c a l  S O C I E T Y  

Clinton Historical Society 

Founded in 1962 

 

DIRECTORS 

Mary Benson Byrd– secretary 

Ruth Cosgrove– vice-president 

John Crossley 

Barbara Decker 

Joe Ellis 

Lisa Firsching- treasurer 

Erik Genalo 

Robert Goering 

Susan Goodier 

Wade Lallier 

Barbara Owens 

 

Richard Williams– editor 

 

Web Site 

www.clintonhistory.org 

 

Facebook, too 

 

E-Mail Address 

 

clintonhistoricalso-

ciety1@gmail.com 

 

Phone 

315-859-1392 

 

Mailing Address 

 P.O. Box 42 

Clinton, New York 13323 

 

OPEN HOURS 

 Wednesday 1-4; Saturday 1-4 

 

Dues- $12.00 individual 1 year, 
30.00 3 years; $17.00 busi-

nesses/families 1 year, $45.00 3 
years; $25.00 friend; $50.00 con-

tributing member 

   

 

  Jerry was a de-
voted and proud 
Grandfather who trav-
eled across the state to 
attend his Grandson’s 
swim competi-
tions.  Jerry was affa-
ble, was a great 
dancer, and was al-
ways willing to help 
out anyone in need.      

 Jerry was pre-
ceded in death by his 
first wife, Eliza-
beth.  He is survived 
by his Mother, Gerald-
ine, his Wife, Joneen, 
his Daughters, Tanya 
and her Husband, 
Christopher, and 
Alicia, his Step-
Daughters, Erica and 
Jessica, his Grandson, 
the apple of his eye, 
Alexander, and his five Siblings, Karen, Elaine, Jack, Billy, 
Beth, and multiple nieces and nephews.  

           After the Memorial Service  an Air Force  Color Guard 
presented the American flag to Jerry’s grandson, Alexander. 
This was  followed by “Taps.”  
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FALL-WINTER SOCIETY ACTIIVTIES 

1-CLINTON SHOPPERS’ STROLL leads off the late fall and winter 

events at the Society with an OPEN HOUSE on Friday, November 25th between 3 and 7 
PM. 

 The displays on the first floor will be renewed, and the permanent displays 
downstairs continue to inform visitors about Clinton’s rich history. 

 Come and bring any out-of-town guests and visitors and enjoy the exhibits, pic-
tures, and displays. Look over the local history books which are for sale. They make 
great Christmas gifts. 

 Refreshments will be served. 

 

2- The Board of Directors invites all members to the SOCIETY HOLIDAY 

SOCIALIZER to thank members for their support through the year.  

 Join us on Wednesday, December 14 between 7 and 8:30 PM for fellowship, 
snacks, wine, beer, refreshments, and to view the Christmas displays.  

  

OLD STONE CHURCH 

 

 At left is the first Stone Church on 
South Park Row.  

 It caught  fire caused by embers 
from a tavern on West Park Row across the 
intersection. 

 The date was July 10, 1876. The cur-
rent Stone Presbyterian Church is located 
about 10-15 feet closer to Williams Street. 

 The small building on the right was 
also burned in the fire. 

 The Society of Clinton, the Stone 
Presbyterian Church’s original name, dates 
from 1791 and is the oldest religious soci-
ety in Clinton.  



CLINTON COMET HISTORY 
 While the history of hockey in Clinton goes back to 1918, the history of the Clinton Com-
ets dates from the 1949 period.. 

 The Clinton Arena and Sage Rink bustle between October and April each season host-
ing youth hockey, college hockey, and high school hockey. One facet missing here now is 
semi-pro hockey, long dominated by the Clinton Comets. 

 The name Comets was picked in a contest run by the Clinton Civic Group in February 
1949 when the first Clinton Arena was dedicated. Artist Willard Sauter made the suggestion. 

 This team played in the New York-Ontario League from 1951 to 1954 and then in the 
Eastern Hockey League between 1954 and 1973. 

 During that time the venerable and beloved Comets won five League championships 
and received the Walker Cup in 1958, 1964, 1968, 1969, and 1970. 

 Saturday nights were “Hockey Night in Clinton” during those thrilling years when the 
Comets dominated the EHL. Over 2500 fans jammed the Arena filling all seats and sometimes 
standing 2-3 deep around the catwalk.  

 Cheering for the Comets and jeering for the opponents became normal. The rink was 
rocking and cars were parked on village streets such as Utica and Mulberry. 

 Fights often broke out, and sometimes chairs landed on the ice. This was exciting 
hockey in which the fans were a big part of the game.  One referee and two linesmen tried to 
keep control. 

 Clinton had Wren Blair as general manager and Pat Kelly as coach in the late 1970's. 
The high-scoring line of Borden Smith, Jack Kane, and Bill Bannerman provided much of the 
offensive punch for the Comets while Ian Anderson steadied the defense.  

 Sadly, the Clinton Comets left Clinton for the Utica Auditorium in 1973 under new owner-
ship and became a team in the North American Hockey League using the name, Mohawk Val-
ley Comets. 

 Since then semi-pro hockey has had its ups and downs as some years there was no 
team and in other years a team played for a few months and then closed. 

 One of the most successful periods was when the Jersey Devils franchise, the Utica 
Devils, played at the Auditorium between 1987 and 1993. Since then we’ve had the Utica Bliz-
zards, the Utica Bulldogs, the Mohawk Valley Prowlers, the Mohawk Valley Stars, the Utica Mo-
hawks, and the Mohawk Valley Comets (again) in 2003-04. 

 It was announced in the fall of 2006 that hockey historian and writer Jim Mancuso would 
manage the Mohawk Valley IceCats in the North Eastern Hockey League. As of December no 
games were played, and the team never functioned.. 

 Actually, college hockey has taken hold here with Hamilton College, Utica College, and 
Mohawk Valley Community College all fielding teams. Over 2000 fans  sometimes watch at the 
Utica Auditorium. Doubts existed in 2006 as to whether or not this area could support profes-
sional hockey given the record since 1973.  

 Now the new Utica Comets, since 2013, and the Utica College Pioneers provide local 
fans with nearly 50 games at the Utica Auditorium to savor their favorite winter sport. 

 The Society hopes this new jockey venture, Utica Comets, succeeds, and provides a 
great brand of hockey for an area used to good hockey since the 1920 period.    


